Metacyclops geltrudeae n.sp. is described from ground waters of North Venezuela. The new species fits the gracilis group of Metacyclops sensu Lindberg (1961), being close to Metacyclops dentatus (Plesa, 1981) from Cuba.
INTRODUCTION
Description.
-Body length, excluding furcal setae and antennulae, 0.426 mm (holotype), 0.300 mm (paratype). Genital segment wider than long (length/ width ratio about 0.85), with antero-lateral margins rounded; posterior lateral margins with small protuberances.
Abdominal segments with ventral posterior margin irregularly indented. Anal somite short; anal operculum not well defined.
Caudal rami short, about 2.7 times longer than wide; Ti slightly longer than Te ( 1.15:1 ); dorsal seta slightly longer than Te ( 1.1:1 ); lateral seta inserted at the distal three-fifths of ramus. Al 1 1-segmented, shorter than prosomite 1. A2 4-segmented; exopodal seta short and slender, overreaching the distal end of segment 3; segment 1 with 2 groups of small spinules. Mxl, Mx2, Mxp and other mouthparts without particular characteristics.
Swimming legs (P 1-P4) with both rami 2-segmented; spine formula of distal segments of exopodite 3.4.4.3. Basipodite of PI armed with a spine reaching about midlength of distal segment of endopodite.
P4, intercoxal plate with two well developed spiniform expansions; distal segment of endopodite 1.45 times longer than wide, armed with 3 inner and 1 outer setae, and 2 distal spines, the inner the longest and about 2.50 times longer than the outer one and 1.15 times longer than the article. P5 consisting of one fused and one free article; free article slightly longer than wide, armed with one long lateral seta and one short medial spine. Male unknown.
Etymology.
-Name of the species after Dr. Geltrude Chiappini, at present attached to our Department, who contributed to the present paper. Affinities. -Metacyclops Kiefer, 1927 , sensu Lindberg ( 1961 is a tropical and temperate genus, which to date includes 51 named species and subspecies, 14 of them are known from South America. Lindberg (1961) divided the genus in two morphological groups, viz. minutus-group, characterized by 1 distal spine on the Enp2 of P4, and gracilis-group, with 2 distal spines on the same article.
